Seasonal Influenza NHS STAFF

Public Health Wales surveillance data indicates that flu is now circulating in the community, and you will be aware that antivirals may now be prescribed November CMO Letter). 

Read the Public Health Wales statement here:   Flu could reach high levels by Christmas. Now is the time to get your free flu vaccine. - Public Health Wales (nhs.wales)  (7th December 2022).

Unfortunately, we are seeing lower levels of flu vaccine and COVID-19 booster uptake among key groups than expected. This includes NHS Wales staff, a priority group who need protecting.

We know that COVID-19 and flu are both leading to hospitalisations in Wales We encourage our health and social care staff to get your vaccines as soon as possible, to protect those most at risk. Other eligible groups, including children aged two or three (age on 31st August 2022) should also continue to be actively encouraged to get their flu vaccine. 

We have several resources to support with promotion of flu and COVID-19 vaccines, all of which can be downloaded from the Respiratory Vaccines Padlet.

Posters – download and print off yourself / order print versions
· Work in health care poster – bilingual download 
· Work in domiciliary care poster – bilingual download 
· Care worker poster – bilingual download 

Flyers – download and print off yourself / order print versions online
· Work in health care flyer – bilingual download 
· Work in domiciliary care flyer – bilingual download 
· Care worker flyer – bilingual download 

Leaflets – download / order print versions online
· Flu and COVID-19 vaccination guide for adults: bilingual download (Welsh first)
· What to expect after your flu and COVID-19 vaccination: bilingual download
· Vaccinations in pregnancy – how to protect you and your baby: bilingual download

You can order free print versions of the above posters, leaflets and flyers, and also resources aimed at other eligible groups, from the Public Health Wales website.

Animations – Facts in 30 seconds, short videos answering FAQs may be helpful to share:
1. Why are vaccines important? English / Cymraeg
1. Why do we need another vaccine? English / Cymraeg
1. What are the side effects of the vaccines? English / Cymraeg
1. Will schoolchildren get the free flu vaccine this year? English / Cymraeg
1. How does vaccination help those who are pregnant? English / Cymraeg
Social media graphics –
Chloe’s story: features a quote from Chloe, who works in H&SC, on why they got vaccinated.
English quote graphic / Welsh quote graphic

Siwan’s story: features a quote from Siwan, a transplant nurse, on why they got vaccinated
English quote graphic / Welsh quote graphic

If you have any questions about this communications campaign or the above resources, please contact Sam Foster, Communications Officer, VPDP.
If you have any clinical questions about the winter respiratory programme in Wales please contact phw.vaccines@wales.nhs.uk


