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Our ref: IG/FOI/23.R.131      12 May 2023 
     

Sent via email to:  
 

Dear  

 
Request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 

 
I write further to your request for information, which was received on 17 April 

23023, to confirm, in accordance with S.1(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000, that Powys Teaching Health Board (PTHB) does not hold the 

information that you require.   
 

For ease of reference your request is set out below and our response follows:   
 

Your Freedom of Information (FOI) Request:  

I am writing to make a request for all the information to which I am entitled 

under The Freedom of Information Act 2002. Please may you provide me with 

the following: 

1. Does the trust use dogs for any therapeutic or medicinal purposes (eg. PAT / 

autism/epilepsy/ diabetes assistance) within your hospitals or for patients at 
home? 

2. If so, are these dogs engaged as part of the NHS or through an external 
organisation (such as Support Dogs charity) 

3. Please could you specify how many dogs have been engaged for each of the 
last ten calendar years (2012-2022), broken down by purpose. (eg. PAT / 

autism/epilepsy/ diabetes assistance) 
4. Please list the main breeds used with the most commonly used breeds first. 

5. How many full time members of staff (trainers, handlers, officers etc) 
worked with these dogs for each of the years in the same period? 

6. What was the trust’s total budget for each of these years and how much was 

allocated to the dog unit? 

I would like the above information to be provided to me in a table format on a 

searchable document or spreadsheet. 



 

  

If it is not possible to provide the information requested due to the information 

exceeding the cost of compliance limits identified in Section 12, please provide 
advice and assistance, under the Section 16 obligations of the Act, as to how I 

can refine my request. 

Likewise, if this request is too wide or unclear, I would be grateful if you could 

contact me as I understand that under the Act, you are required to advise and 
assist requesters. If any of this information is already in the public domain, 

please can you direct me to it, with page references and URLs if necessary. 

Powys Response:  

PTHB can confirm that we do not use dogs for any therapeutic or medicinal 
purposes.  Therefore, the response to Q1- Q6 is a nil response.  

 

Should you need any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me 
at the address below. 

 
If you are dissatisfied, with the way your request has been dealt with by PTHB, 

you have the right to request a review in which case you should write to:  
 

Chief Executive 
Powys Teaching Health Board Headquarters 

Glasbury House 
Bronllys Hospital 

Bronllys 
Brecon 

Powys LD3 0LY 
 

If you are still dissatisfied at the end of the review, you may complain to the 

Information Commissioner, who can be contacted at the following address: 
 

Information Commissioner’s Office - Wales  
2nd Floor,  

Churchill House,  
Churchill Way,  

Cardiff, CF10 2HH 
Tel: 029 2067 8400 Fax 029 2067 8399 

www.ico.org.uk                  twitter.com/iconews 
 

Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yng Nghymraeg. Byddwn yn ateb y 
fath ohebiaeth yng Nghymraeg ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi. We welcome 

receiving correspondence in Welsh. We will reply to such correspondence in 
Welsh and this will not lead to a delay. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 

Joy Garfitt 

Executive Director of Operations / Community and Mental Health  
 

 

http://www.ico.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/iconews



