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Our ref: IG/FOI/23.R.132                            15 May 2023 
     

Sent via email to:  
 

Dear  

 
Request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 

 
I write further to your request for information which was received on 18 April 

2023, to confirm, in accordance with S.1(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000, that Powys Teaching Health Board (PTHB) partly holds the 

information that you require.   
 

For ease of reference your request is set out below and our response follows:   
 

Your Freedom of Information (FOI) Request:  

1.How many patients have been treated within your health board with 

symptoms of drug overdose in 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023? Please 
provide a monthly breakdown of each of the years listed (January, February, 

March, etc).  

2.How many patients have been treated within your health board with 
symptoms of spiking in 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023? Please provide a 

monthly breakdown of each of the years listed (January, February, March, etc). 
 

3.How many drug-related deaths have been recorded in your health board in 

2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023? Please provide a monthly breakdown of 
each of the years listed (January, February, March, etc). 

 
4.Please can you provide the number of deaths due to blood clots per 

age group for the years; 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023. To specify, 
I would like the data to be separated in the following age groups, unless the 

data is already separated differently: Under 20 years old, under 30 years old, 
under 40 years old, under 50 years old, under 60 years old, under 70 years 

old, under 80 years old, 80 years old and above. 



 

  

 

Powys Response:  

 
Q1 Please note that PTHB is not able to provide the monthly break down by 

year as you had originally requested due to the low numbers of individuals 
involved (5 or less). PTHB believes there is a potential risk of individuals being 

able to be identified, when considered with other information already available 
within the public domain, if this was disclosed. Therefore, the data is classed 

as personal data as defined under the General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to 

the data protection principles and constitute unfair and unlawful processing in 

regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR. We are therefore withholding this detail 
under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This exemption is 

absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest 

test. 

Under Section 16, our duty to advise and assist, we are able to provide the 
total number of admissions for the time period requested where either the 

primary diagnosis or one of the subsidiary diagnoses was for drug overdose 

using the following ICO10 codes: 

• T509 (Poisoning: Other and unspecified drugs, medicaments, and 

biological substances)  

• X60-X64 (Poisoning attributed to a specific drug, medicament, or 

biological substance) were included in the search. 

 No of admissions 

2018 - 2021 7 

2022 - 2023 10 

 

Please note, patients experiencing drug overdose would normally be treated at 
District General Hospitals outside Powys. Should you wish to contact them 

directly for this information, their contact details are below: 

Health Board/Organisation  FOI Contact Details  

Aneurin Bevan University Health Board  FOI.ABB@wales.nhs.uk   

Betsi Cadwaladr University Health 

Board  

bcu.foi@wales.nhs.uk   

Cardiff & Vale University Health Board  FOI.Requests@wales.nhs.uk   

Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health 

Board  

Freedomofinformation@wales.nhs.uk 

  

Hywel Dda University Health Board  FOI.hyweldda@wales.nhs.uk   

Swansea Bay University Health Board FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk  

 

NHS Provider (England)  Contact Details  

Wye Valley NHS Trust Freedom.information@WVT.nhs.uk  

Shrewsbury and Telford NHS 

trust 

Make an Enquiry - Shrewsbury and Telford 

Hospital NHS Trust (sath.nhs.uk)  

mailto:FOI.ABB@wales.nhs.uk
mailto:bcu.foi@wales.nhs.uk
mailto:FOI.Requests@wales.nhs.uk
mailto:Freedomofinformation@wales.nhs.uk
mailto:FOI.hyweldda@wales.nhs.uk
mailto:FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk
mailto:Freedom.information@WVT.nhs.uk
https://www.sath.nhs.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/make-an-enquiry/
https://www.sath.nhs.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/make-an-enquiry/


 

  

Q2 PTHB do not treat any patients for spiking – these patients would be seen 

at a District General Hospital outside of Powys see table above for contact 
details. 

 
Q3 Inpatient data from WPAS was searched for discharges with an outcome of 

death and the ICD10 codes as above (Q1). No records were found during the 
years specified. 

 
Q4 PTHB can confirm that we do not hold this information as we do not know 

what the ultimate cause of death was classified as (Office of National Statistics 

would hold this information).  

Should you need any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me 

at the address below. 
 

If you are dissatisfied, with the way your request has been dealt with by PTHB, 
you have the right to request a review in which case you should write to:  

 
Chief Executive 

Powys Teaching Health Board Headquarters 
Glasbury House 

Bronllys Hospital 
Bronllys 

Brecon 
Powys LD3 0LY 

 
If you are still dissatisfied at the end of the review, you may complain to the 

Information Commissioner, who can be contacted at the following address: 

 
Information Commissioner’s Office - Wales  

2nd Floor,  
Churchill House,  

Churchill Way,  
Cardiff, CF10 2HH 

Tel: 029 2067 8400 Fax 029 2067 8399 
www.ico.org.uk                  twitter.com/iconews 

 
Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yng Nghymraeg. Byddwn yn ateb y 

fath ohebiaeth yng Nghymraeg ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi. We welcome 
receiving correspondence in Welsh. We will reply to such correspondence in 

Welsh and this will not lead to a delay. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

Joy Garfitt 

Executive Director of Operations / Community and Mental Health  
 

 
 

http://www.ico.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/iconews



