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Our ref: IG/FOI/FOI.233.25 26 March 2025

Sent via email to: G
Dear I

Request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000

I write further to your request for information, which was received on 11 March
2025, to confirm, in accordance with S.1(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information
Act 2000, that Powys Teaching Health Board (PTHB) partially holds the
information that you require. For ease of reference your request is set out below
and my response follows.

Your Freedom of Information (FOI) Request:

Section 12 doctors provide a vital role in assisting with Mental Health Act
assessments, often at night or in high risk situations, however the rates for
payment (typically around £170 per assessment, many of which may be 4 or
more hours long) have not been revised for over a decade, even for inflation.
This is making it difficult to obtain doctors willing to attend, putting lives at risk.
The BMA pointed this out and recently made advisory rates for MHA assessments
public in 2024:
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.b
ma.org.uk%?2Fpay-and-
contracts&data=05%7C02%7CPowysFOI.FOI%40wales.nhs.uk%7C9a479910af
d54445606508dd60b71b38%7Cbb5628b8e3284082a856433c9edc8fae%7C0%
7C0%7C638773061729692079%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1
hcGkiOnRydWUSsIIYiOiIwLjAUMDAwWMCIsIIAiIQiJXaW4zMilsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIidU
1joyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p0ghP88dIXxe26T9gKugUbGScQLz
IFWT2Xb%2F%?2B0Oyjino%3D&reserved=0

To date, few bodies have respected this advice in Wales.

Q1. I am requesting the standard fee rate for MHA assessments that doctors
seeing patients in your health board are paid. If this is not paid directly by the
health board, please liaise with the relevant council to find the rates. Please
provide typical rates to reimburse a doctor for MHA fee (and mileage rates) for
each year since 2000 up to 2025 in a simple table with these two columns.

Pencadlys Headquarters
Ty Glasbury, Ysbyty Bronllys, /CYFLOGWR YSTYRIOL Glasbury House, Bronllys Hospital
Aberhonddu, Powys LD3 OLU MINDFUL EMPLOYER Brecon, Powys LD3 OLU
Ffon: 01874 711661 Tel: 01874 711661
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Powys Response:
Q1. Please note that we are unable to provide this data prior to 2019. Please see
the table below for the standard rate fee for S12 assessments and mileage rate:

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

S12 assessment if
S12 approved

Standard rate for a | £173.37 | £173.37 | £173.37 | £173.37 | £173.37 | £173.37 | £173.37

S12 assessment if
not S12 approved

Standard rate for a | £53.76 | £53.76 | £53.76 | £53.76 | £53.76 | £53.76 £53.76

Mileage rate/mile | £0.55 £0.55 £0.55 £0.55 £0.55 £0.55 £0.55

Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information procedure,
individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are
entitled to request an internal review of the handling of their requests. If you
would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request, please
contact us directly at the address below or register your complaint via
Powys.foi@wales.nhs.uk

If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the
matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s
Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH.
Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.

Yours sincerely

‘_

Louisa Kerr
Assistant Director for Mental Health and Learning Disabilities

Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yng Nghymraeg. Byddwn yn ateb y fath
ohebiaeth yng Nghymraeg ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.

We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh. We will reply to such
correspondence in Welsh and this will not lead to a delay.
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